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ING TO PROVE THE = 

unlawfulnes and inexpedi- . | 

ency ofall Dioceſan Epiſcopacy L 
( even_the- moſt moderate.) 
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TOGETHER VVITH 
ſome needfull points ſuddenly 
— ſuggeſted conſideringthe ſcaſon, 
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good providence 


Vnuallby the 
_ of God a more full and mature dif, 
courſe may be prepareg and publiſh- 
ed ( ifneed ſorequire) by ſome better hand; 
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= Wiſedome is juſtified of ber Chilaren. 
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THERE IS A... 
CERTIANE AND © | 
perfect platforme of Chriz - 
[tian Church government ſet downe b 7 


Chriit and his Apoſtles in the _ 
New Teſtament. 
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Z£9 ZN the Chriſtian church government, 

& All ſome things are ſubſtantiall , and 
Y/=|- they arc particularly and expreſly 
SY fer downe inthe New Teſtament. 
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$1 EPL and ſo farre..as the fame 1 neceſſarie-: ) likewiſethy 
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x, Cor. 5. r- ſtations and places of reſiding , with the concurrazge 


of uM, 


Marth. 158. xy 


of diverſe Churches and presbyters together forth. 


21, and 16.19, Mutuall helpe, as need requires. I ſay becauſe alltheſ 
_ &Q, 25.13%. are things ſubſtantial in Church-government, anq 


by the quotations.in the Margent. And more then 


not fubſtanriall in the outward government of the 


owne this poſition, as 1. Corinth. 4.17. Timothicfhul 
put youtin remembrance of my wayes in Chriſt , how Itah 


and alikecertain wayes or pracicall courſes inChill 


-The Apoſtletellech Timothy that he wroteth 


him points of government, as well as other things, 


likewifeall theſe. are particularly and expreſſely 
downein the New Teſtament, as may partly appexre 


theſe, or ſuch as are neceſſarily included in them, ap 


Church. 
2, Sundrie texts of Scripture doe ſecmeplainlyt 


#n all the Churches, By which place it ſeemes thatkgl 
did teachunto, and inall the Churches, uniform} 


to him, that hee might know how fo carrie himſelfe intht 
Church of God: Therefore belike he doth there read I 


And r. Tim, 6. 21. Hee bids him obſerve thoſe«raly 
before given him (viz. touching Church-govett] 
ment amongſt other things ) without partialiti 
And inthe concluſion ofthe Epiſtle, 1. Tim. 6. 13:1h 
Hee binds all that hee had before-faid with a mak 
chargeto keepe that commandement ( z, e. comttiah 
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meddled with it. | PvE 
Neirher can anytrue reaſon be rendred why Mofes 
ſhould direc the Jewiſh Church, in acertaine forme 
of government, rather then Chriſt , the Chriſtian 
Church, nt 
\ 5, Ifitwerenotthus , there ſhouldbenounitie. in 
thegovernment of the Churches , but infinixe diver- 
tie; No certaintie , but Heſitation , and daily doub- 
TE dou, ting. 
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ting whether men were right or wrong ; No | 
cie, bur cominuall mutabilitie; Incaſe of any vrigye 
committed, there would bee no meanes, no hoyWhe 


- die, and nor to permitrheſameto any. otherpleaſy 
- ordifcterton'whirfoever. e312 100 


| Tir pernatural 'Viz. The edificatis of the Bod PI 


_ and ſo muſtbethe abilities to uſerightly thoſe mes 
-&thebleſlinguponthe ſame, Burinone is able todei;- 
 ſeſuch means, nor furniſh with ſuchabliries, nor-ghe 
- ſuchbleiſing,bur Godal6tie who appointed thate, 
_ 8. Allproper and dire& meanes of grace, arealh 


* 9+ - Oliradverſaries,the Biſhops,and their favorkt 


Te) 


reifying them, ifthere were no rule: Or rather, 
-poſſibilitie of doing either rightor wrong therein;q 
therwiſethen by conformitie or inconformirie- tg 
{lipperie and unftable will of nan. = : 


6, The Church of God is his trouſe,kingdome, by. 


- dy, & heis compared tothe inhabitant, King, & Hey. 


thereof, whoſe offic,, honour, and true propett 


| therefore ir mult needs beto give rules and laygtok 
 obſerved,ro appoitt officers, and preſcribe them thei 


duties, andthe manner of all their miniſtratioginig 
owne Houſe, and Kingdome, and over his ownehp. 


7. Theendof Church:government is ſpiritual 


in grace unto glorie, therefore the proper and 
meanes thereufito myſt beſpitiraall arid ſupetnaril, 


Proper parrs of Gods immediate worſhip , andnaie 


may lawfully appoint but God himſelfe , 3tand 
Hut 
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Chutch government (' for the moſt part of th 


% 


ſubſtantials) is a properanda'dire& meanes ofgratt: 


As is manifeſt in the particulars mentioned before 
the firſt reaſon. And therefore none may lawfullap 
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point the ſame but God himlſelte. 
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þ | themſelves doe grant as much. . Yeaſome of them.do + 
jy itas-theirbaſts whercon to-build, andchiefepillar 
whereby to upholdtheir Epiſcopacie, as well as ſun- 
drie other points pertaining to Church government 
commoa tothem withus, ., ,, 
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The Plat-forme of Chriſtian” Church-government ſet 
downe by . Chriſt inthe New Ti eftament is unate- . 
rable, and perpetually binaeth all Chriſtian courches Poſition... 
to the end of theeworld, Ros. as 


20 - 


Ref, B Ecauſe it was appointed by. Chriſt ,-( the 

_ - King ofthe Church.) without limization.. 
toany time orplace, neither hath hee himſelfe ar any 
time abrogatedit, nor given authoritie to any other 
ſatodoe. And without his authoritie how can or 
dare anyenanattempt todoe it £ It isa commonrule. 
in reaſonir ſelfe, thar whatfoever looſcth , muſt bee. 
either the ſame, ox-elſe:a. ſtronger andſuperiour to.- 
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that, which before had bound. - - 
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2, If men without fpecial{ warrant from Chriſt, 
may alter what government heehath qnce ſet, up, and, 
ſetup that which hee-neyer.gid bindementa it ;. then | 
may they both binde the conſcience , where hee hath 
looſedit, and looſe it from that whereunto hee hath : 
boundiit 3 which NOACTNay doe,, Tart, 4s Tho | { 
 3- Therecan be no ſufficient reaſon given why the 
government deviſtd by. Chriſt-himſclfe , ſhouldgive - 
Place, toanother, by men;; nor can ir bedone without | 
unſufferable contumety againſt him.. For what can it 

_ Uſeimply,but an imputaris of ſome weaknes,or folly | 


inhim, ora wilfull.negle& (if nor-comempr ) of hi : 
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_ till heereſigne it up intothehands ®Fhis' Farhet at) | 


proper and dire&t meanestheteof alſo, unlefſe' 
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Ne | Pn IS MR TRI I. 3 <7, 4} nes oe. . A; v. 
ſupreme authoritieJn us, On? 


4.. Chutch-Z6verniniefit isa patt6F*Chrits huh! 


domein andover his Church, andthertfore hee'gW® 


ther may norwill quite ,' orlay downe the ſame 
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lſt.day-1. Com#R, 15. 14.  __--._ 
5. Theendand cauſe for which Church govery® 
ment waSfirſt appoittred by God;{viz.The Chira+ 
conſervation and building ap further in the ſtats of | 
grace) remaines imihiitable , and why not then 


Ga 
himſelfe hadſeeneit good to alterthe ſame « od 
'6. TheScriptureteſtifieth this much , as inthargf". 
Tim. 6. 14. beforementioned., ratifying as wellal 
matters of Diſcipline or government contaitied "i" 
that Epiſtle, as other things : And whereas Eye 7 
It. 13. The Apoſtle ſaith, God hath given Paſttvnt- 
and Teachers to his Church untill wee all meer toplther' 
&c. Doth hee not plainly implythat their-ofifes 


offices alſo ? And if the offices bee perpetulll;: 
why then'is not their calling, Miniſteriall duties, the 
manner of their perforniance, and-all other neceſſary 
appurtenances of their dfffice inalterable alſo 2” 
:.7. The Churchis Chriſts Houſe, Kingdomie, Bu" 
die, Spoule, therefore there is no reaſon , either thit 
and ſo.denje het'tie' ſubjeHion to Chriſt, orclſcto 
preſume roereRta government in and over the ſame, 
= :{ides himſelfe, much Teſſeto thruſt our the govern- 
mentby him ere&ed:; Wes, 


oy "6; S., 


8." Tfnien may changeicinpart ( I ſpeake fill of 
the ſubſtaatials) the may they do itin whole. Aol 
Bi -—— 


.-- 
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ſoghey might 


(-'9: 

 temove Paſtors Teachers, &c. and pur 
to their roomall the orders ofthe popiſh Miniftery; 
and make new cenſures, or have none atall. Andifſo, 
why not new.Sacraments, and new Scriptures too. 

'g. In the inſtitution of any divine ordinance; the 
fr in uſe is ever the rule and meaſure of the reſt to 
comeafter,unleſſe God himſelf pive other direQon, 
25 we ſeen the point of Marriage and the Lords Sup- 

r; and therefore, 4f any abtiſe ariſe, we are bid to 
fo tothe firſt inftitutioato corre@it by- therefore 
he firſt Chriſtian Church-government which Chrift: 
by himſelf or his Apoſtles erected, remaines ftill,and 
ſhall do to the end ofthe World as our perfe&tpat- 
terneto walk by. 

19. Other Divines, both Proteſtants and Papiſts, 
doacknowledge the ſame: and our adverſaries eſpeci- 
dlly,who freely grant our Theſis (though they differ 


from us-in theHypothefts. How elſewilthey prove 


their Epiſcopall Government to be unalterable? And 
why elſe would they binde all mento ſwear.never to 


conſent to the altering of the ſame? But upon this 


eround(as they would bear us in hand) chat their go- 
vernment wasappointed by Chrift and his Apoſtles, 
andthereforeit is unalterable. 
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All other formes of Church-government which differ 
a. ſubſftantials from that which Chrift hath ſet down 
#n the New-Teſtament (ſo far as they differ fromit) 
are in themſelves unlawfull; and by name the zvvern- 
ment of Dioceſan Biſhops amongſt the rei. 


He generall for the preſent ſhall be taken as per [+ 
. Ipparent, upon ſuppoſirion of the truth of the 
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that ofa Presdyrer;.24and ſyperiouttoir; 3 


(:1& | 

__—_— — twrching Dvcolenbuld 
qpatic in particular ;: though it were Gripy ofa 
civil lk howo its and offices and whatſoever other ac 

entals and- confidered only. according to the li, 

Ince fnji:nd5hatwhichrhenteltes oder al. 

Be 


wins; viz. 3: 85.4 diftind Ecelefiakicall offiec 


fole power of-ordeining Miniſters ; 4. And 
wet- of juriſdiction both. over all the Miniſtersand 
people within their Diaceflcand fo by: conlore 
appoint- officers, keep conrts,, and do all that 0M 
done for government within. the ſame: I lays 
redonly thus, yetisit init ſelf maſt unlayefull., | 0 


Rea. 2: Becauſe it being reputed the highe ( 
moſt neceflary Miniſtery in the Church, yet jg 
where mentioned in the New. Teſtament , tho nt 
other Miniſtries it the Church, even the le: pd 
loweft-ate therein- particularly expreſſed, BbH 
fore-ſaid. | 
. 2, 40 aliche New-Teſtament, a Biſhop and anfl 
der or Presbyter are confounded as being two names 
of one and che:lamt office, AF, 2:0, 17, 28. 1, Tilt:3+. 
1,7. Tit.t, 5, 7. Phil. 1.1. And therefore to makea 
Biſhops office "iſtinet in kinde from, and ſuperiour 
untg (much. more a Lord over): a Presbyrers, is an 
varication. "ll 

- Orion at excommunicition ( ofthe 
chiefeſt acts of Church-government) are neverattt- 
buted in'Scriprure ro-oneperſon alone (unlefſetigur 
ratively) but\ 6 many5a<ompany, eſ6ciotyywhe 
wakulis aledale Church, as. Ad#. 6. 6.4nd 165 


and 13. 1, 2, 3+M4t, 18+ 17 1:G0r. 5, 4+ 1 Tih, 4+ 
cherefore 


- _ ow 
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claim of 

4: Iris generally cout (till aow oflan lars by all 
ſorts to bean olicc Ganding meerly jure bumane 

not to beany divine ordinance; whiehbif 1 the 

upon ſuppoſicion of the truth FG hetw for. 

mer poll [t{ons , it muſt needs beriiawfall: w hat 


itſtands only | jure humtyo;, we have. > my feet. 


conſent of ancienc Father: 'moderne Protefiantsbork 
forrais neanddonticttick, ckddl-tmen, wt orher Pe. 
piſh Divines, bath the {Jaws catrofilcaland: vim, 
aty1S, moſt reformed Churches, Bifhs ps. then; 
whatdlome af hit beſtuphotiders Kings and king) 
domes or Stat es, botki our ownand others; ang tafly 


of rhe eftablithed 1; WS and: nnviolated- cuſtomes of . 


our land, with "other prattiſes and proceedings 4- 
monglt us $ here, concerning Biſhops and their offices 
from time rp rime'confonahe A rat - i eitne 
rig ai 7 more dear get proved Is rarer of T4 

5. Theft mention we findeof Biſhops as diſtin 
fromPresbyters , is. not rig threehimdecdl 
years after Chriſt; which alfo-fome<Fthe Biliops 
own, partie do not deny. And yer:evenithenyfgr 

aſs thar doth appe i they had no atthoriry over 
other Miniſters, big ruled rhe. Churchonfywvithchem 
13 COMMUN. | 

6. Tf the cecnmenirall Ep 4 ie of the Riſhop 
of Rome be unlawful, as nodowbtitis,thencafther 
Dioceſan Epiſcopacie belawfull: ; thisdeingbuilrup- 
0an0 better grounds chenchat, and ifia ip \oanli- 
<Gcration,, there being to other” differefice :berwoon 
them;but 114j# and.tv/nbe, that has ISths reater, acid 
ws the eſſe evil. _ NTP1R eo 3%. 
| TLD in 


therefore it 15 unlawful for any oneby bi officets 
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\- +32, Thisofficedeviſedby manrobberh morcork® 
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moſt moderate Epiſtopacie (as diſputing. 
Ie 


and ſuperiour unto the of fice of Presbyters) is bot 
— ſelf. nnlawfull , and alſo unto #s dungerone: and! 
"— fort nit jo be admitted Ht op OT 05g "9 Wo | 


(Rating that the grand Epiſcopacie (now ink 


Sing) ſhould be parted and pulled down ſolow,y 
that the Biſhops.ſhould have nothing lefrthem, hy 
only. (as ſome have projeged) firſt a good bene! 
with cure;of ſoules ,, whereto-they ſhould betyed; 
and which they; ſhould diligently fecd as other orgy 

nary, Paſtors; Secondly, very ſmall Dioceſes; Thite, 
Iy, the name Biſhop.peculiar to themſelyes : Forthly, 
to ordaine Miniſters inthcir Diocefes, but.not Wil 4 


- whioh.js anburfull upon preſuppolall of chingsdl 


vercd, andin part confirmed before. 
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T- the officers ordained by. God (ifnotthe Church alſo) 
| fthoſcpriviledges wherewith hehath inveſted them, 


eaitadyanceth it ſelfe over them, which to dozis in- 
jyſtice-and uſurpation.. 

3 It maketh the Biſhop with his aſſiſtants. <vermm- 
-1, thatis To be unwarrntably buſie in other mens 
Dioceſſe, while as they take upon them to order mat- 
ters ( by way of authority ) in other Churches then 
their owne, which neither by.themſelves ,._ northeir 
Commiſſioners dg freely jayn with thenr in the ſame. 


4.- By fuch an Office, rhe Biſhoparlaſt (ifnot his - 
aſbſtants alſo)either muſt-needs negle& his-own flock - 
whiles he (without calling from God})-needleſlybix - 
fies himſelte with looking unto ether mens,. Or-elſe - 
muſt commit the care thereof (arleaſt in part ) to oO». 


thers which he ſhould hot do... FP, 
- Alſo thereby,althoughthe condition of fome-feww 


more eminent men that enjoy-the greateſt benefices; . 
and catry the greateſt. credir inthe: Countrey,, who in - 


likelihood may become theituſualtaſſitants,and who 


(ſome ofthem it may beJ)are high enough already,yet 
thereſt of themingſters-(with their-Churches ). ſhall 


be keptunderthe hatches ſtill; their- condition inre- 
oard of miniſteriall powernot being much amended, 


6 It will hinder (atleaſt in'part) the bringing in of 


the true government of Chriſt and aperfect reforma- 


tion ofthe Church, now while it may be obtained-1n 


all like|yhood; which ought not-tabe done, :. _ 
7 If it be ſaid, that it is nonew Miniſtry, butan highs 


erdegree ofthe ſame miniſtery only ,yer(beſides all 0s - 


therexceptions)this is as unlawfullas the other, For- 
almuch as our-Saviour condemnes;and forbids in his 


Diſciples ſuch ceking ahg accepting of preeminence., , 
? 7! 5" ww; S.. hn -0  S Ef IA v, * tet e5s WE 
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086 ofthan- -over-morher, they 


apaine hereafter (thisUogene! 
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—_ of rhe ag ; 
office, mid ſo ofequall p ower anda rity, 2g 
to make new _ of the ſameminiſtric 


hahnotimade. 


nt 55 alſo dupgerogg 0 Vits, 


Leſt niproceſtoftime'tthis preitEpiſcopary ſhould 

” deprecs reftorcand raiſeup agar proſocr{n 

9 hon. Orranſe (ppoking erode ral 

x. Beca ir a 

forefiid ) one erronr naturafly begets anorher, unde, 

Iffe-ever_ thriverhiinre 4 greater, till it comvten 
md fulneflt. 

2. The rather becauſe by chislefſer Epic 
oxowaey” Rill in part bold polſefſion,znt ch 
— ſoonerto rats ine. 2:01 

Jinatroe, an lawtull, maſt needs firengeina 
title of the 6 which is an hnmanerdinanoens. 
Fot if that have right tobe mthe Chunch, why nothis 
alſo* And ifchisibe only caſtvurbecauſeromayoddil 
themannerofadminiſtmion,vhy anay{ irmorreta 
rating and forthe fame 
reaſon-being expulſed) whenthoſe COIraPTIOIS ate 
removed, | 

4. And ſo much che more ea ty,and willingly, 
forthatby the incoming ofthe oreater, inproprity 
offpeecch the leffer ſhallnot ar all'be thruſt oat, prev. 
tiepuiſhed., but rarher by 'certaine -deprers thall be 
hoyſed up, and augmened ro become the greattt, 
Andiofhallbea gainer, no looſer by the fame, a 


-: | 9d 


acmnittedbutasan homade i 


We» oY” ARR 
5, Moſt of all any of the ſame perſons, that for- 
merly have beengreater Biſhops, ſhall be pared thus 
ol (unſefle grace in any of them be wonderfully 
ominant) their own naturall pride and ambition, 
theremembrance of their former pompe, hanaur,and 
eaſe, the conſideration of their preſent low ebbe, the 
conceit of-theic wrongs and indignity they ſuppoſe 
have receiyed, the maſfle of wealth, which ſome 
of them, at the loaft, have before- hand heaped roge- 


- 


ther, their revengefullandcraell mindes, theircomra. 


&ed and long accuſtomed bolgnefleand impudence, . 


with the aſſiſtance of their friends and favorites. I fay 
All theſe remayning and being nouriſhed with the ha. 


ney dewes of the Princes favour, will ſoone make. 


themto revive and flouriſh againe, and inthe end per- 


haps to raiſe a new ſtorme againſt their oppoſites (if 


not againſt Church and Kingdometoo) rather. than | 


cither to be unraifed, or unrevenged. i” 
Norlet us think that, we-can take a courſe ſo to-fancz 
and hedge them in, that they ſhall not range abroad a- 


gain, For ( beſides all other exceptions). tn part ouy | 


awn experience,bur more fully cheexperience of qur 


neighbour narion,may informe us,tharnofuch courſe” 


; Canbe taken withthem, who are accuſtomed to byeak 


all laws, tranſgreſfe all limits,violJatc all-promiſes and | 


oathes, contemne all penalties, and overtapall Magi- 


ſtrates at their own pleaſure; and (againſtalloppoſis - 


tlon) todomineere both over Church and common» 


weilth;, as of late they have done, untill now at lat - 


waxing top-heavie, they have begunnetofall (blefled 
bc God) with their ownwaights 
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grees thereof , is, at this time, feizible enough if _ 

not wanting to themſelves in the meanes. : 
Reof I, Bo theſin of thatcalling,and of Gag 

chief perfons-in that calling, at the leaſt, 
may now ſceme to have grown unto its height, and 
to be fully ripe, fit for the ſickle. 

2. God by his Spirit hath long ſtirred up the 
hearts of his people ro pray for the utterremovell 
thereof, eſpecially of late, in a more then ordinary 
manner, 


3. Yea, and-ſome for to beleeveand hope forit 
too; which cannot bur prevaile, and be accompliſh. 
ed erc long. 

4. The ruine of the great Biſhop of Rowe, by com- 
putation of many learned men, is neere at hand, how 
then ſhould theſe kfler Biſhops befarre from their, 
who as Dioceſan Biſhops do hold of him, oratthe 

leaſt, with him, If the maine Sea be dried up, how 
thould the rivulets hold out; if the whole body fa 
how ſhould the branches ſtand? 

5, Yea, they arefallen already ingoodpart many 
wayes, and are -fanking daily: And what remainest0 
be done,is no harder to God then that whichis alres 


dic done: As Hamans wife ſaid to him, If CMordurd 
beea Jew, before whom thou haſt beguane rofal 
ch11S day., &Cc. 
6. Theutter removeall of the Prelats now, is 09 
greater , normore difficult a work then the Lord! 
'been wonttodo,z No., notthen he hath been wart | , 


to 


—_ 


F , ” 
| © doin the likekinde; They have been caſt out of 


ſundry kingdomes and States abroad as now withus, 
c2,a0d neerer home in Scotland: Nay,our ſelyes have 
lad experienceof Gods power, in delivering ys from, 
the authority and tyranny ofthe Biſhop of Rome, from 
thegorbellied. Monks, and Fryars, and the maine 
body of Popiſh ſuperſtition and hereſie, and whar 
then is this uncircumciſed Philiſtine:T mean the Epiſ- 
copacic whichs even already like Golz4h not ravling, 
vaunting, fighting , but wounded, groveling, bleed- 
ing unto the death, 


.7. God ſeemes of late tobein a veine of working 
miracles, andmiraclcs for us, or woaders at the l-aſt, 
zifhis hand being oncein, ne could now donothing 
elfe,every day almoſt brings forth ſome ſtrange thing: 
every mag we meet with, canrelate ſome markablee- 
yent, as if God were about a new creation, and as if 
the new heavens and the new earth were neer at hand; 
of which S. 1obx foretelleth Reva, 
..$, Yea, the moſt of thoſe wonders which God 
hath of late done amongſt us, have been not only for 
us, but alſo againſt them, as directly tending totheir 
downfall, and to the raiſing and ſtrengthning of our 
hopes againſt them : Do we not ſee that God is gone 
out againſt them, as a man of war, letus march after 
our Captaine, and in the Name of the Lord wee ſhall 

dſtroy them. s : 

9. Wehavethat affiſtance now from our neighbou- 
ring Nation in moving for a full reformation of the 
Chwch, and utter extirpation of Epiſcopacie, as 18 
former times wenever had, and if now neglected,per- 

Haps we never ſhall have again, They.do now petition 
«edunc thing with us, if Ls will joya with ow. 

TI yo who 


ow rele fe Pk & 


the Goſpel,and good of the Church, doall ſtill invite | 


who knowes what forcethe united humble delivg i 
two Kingdomes inan honeſt thing, may have wigh; 
gracious and juſt King; A double cord is not eaſily 
broken. - Le bee DO as. 
10, Wehavethe Petitions of the -moſt peoplein 
the Kingdome , that arc beſt affeed, dayly coming 
from all parts (as it were) with one generall voicey. 
eainſt Epiſcopacy : why ſhould our courage faile, 
when our number increaſcth ? . Is it not of Gol;thix 
hath thus wakened the ſpirits of men, - and maderhe 
dry bones toſtand up , yeato march forward inthe 
face of the enemies,armed with pen, inke, and paper, 
in ſtcad of powder and ſhot to pull them down, -*.. + 
11 We havethe help of this Honourable Aﬀeny- 
bly of Parliament, whoſe piety, prudence, colltape, 
zeale , their fpeeches, andaQions ſince their ſittingy.. 
their readineſſe toaccept petitions, to hearegrients , 
ces, to call for advice, &c. in favour of Religion;atd | 


defpaire, | - «10 30G 
12 Andwhich is (underthe power and goodnes of 
God) the greateſt advantage of all the reſt,our dread 
Sovereigne his native goodneſſe and juſtice, together | 
with his' preſent moſt 'gracious concurrence with 


ns to purſue allhoneſt and juſt r equeſts without baſe | 


them, andincomaging of them in their proceedings 
hitherto , iathis great worke of Reformation ofthe 


Church; and redrefſe ofthe comon wealth. Bur ſup, 
poſe that ſome ofthe Parliament men and others0- 
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of pttite Epiſcopacy. Yet if we would repent of fin 


andſeek the Lord, and lamentably'* complaine , and 


humbly ſue to.them , and bring forth'our ſtrong rea- 
ſonsto convince then, & give ſage advice to counſell- 


them, &c, who cantell how ſoone ſuch as are nowaz. - 


yourable nay cordia!l and zealous in it. Ns 

12. Andagai ſuppoſe there were leſſe hope in re- 
ſpectofmeans and otherwiſe, then indeed there is, ſo- 
that in-that regard we ſhould bediflwaded'from e&n-. 
rerpriſing.any thing, yet 'confidering an the'one fide 


verſe and oppoſite in his'bufirieſſe may becoine fa- 


what God is able to do, and hath been-woat to do in: _ 


an exigent for his people, and onthe other fidethe 
deſperate condition that all of us are'in, who have ap-' 
peared in this holy warre againſt the Biſhops office, 
yea and alſo of ſuch as. have not: apptared for-them.; 
(For if they get the'viRory we are ſure to ſuffermore 
through their irefall and revengefull minds hereafter: 
then hitherto)that if we will not , or cannorattempt 


any thing with hope, yet wee-may do it at leaſt 


through fear, 


"= — 
O_o. Pry 
__ 


Were there no Church-government particularly appoin-- 
ted by God, but that the fame were altogether left to 
the Churches diſcretion, yet were the Pres by terian g0- 
vernment rather to be choſen, then the moſt moderate 
Epiſcopacie that may be deviſed. | 


Reaf. x. 


Epiſcopacie,andallthe miſchiefs thereof; 


Or the better keeping out of thegreater 


(If God would be ſo mer&full that the ſame might . 


* removed) leſt it ſhould by dezrees winde it {elf 
10 an, ne” ns EE TR Deer 
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ning and pains , &c. yet ſome ſhall be hungry 
ethers thal beas vaſſalsto them: which is both as 


ment, when it is in many equals, rather then iny 


{43 
2. Topreventavaſt park afch- tl | 
in powerafid wealth, whereby elſe, ir will nec 
follow, that of thoſe thatare ofthe ſame calling 


Apoſtle faith) and others drunk, ſome ſhal be Li 


reaſon and religion to. 
3- To preventthe better allcorruption in go! ” 


chief, and the Moderatoris choſen from time'toy 
anew, then to be oneand the ſame continually; | 
thac during life. 'h 
4. For the better welfare of the flock, eſpecii 
that part ofwhich the Biſhop hath the curezwhic 
this means cl{c will be platted. and the wot 
preaching will be laid aſide, or cle turned oye" 
Curat, whikes the Biſbop himſelf attends to fi 
and that of other Churches then his OWN, as4 
honourableimployment, Which opinion and pi 
hath been one great means tocayſe, and coloufh 
cuſe our Lordly and idlePrelats. ; 1 
5, Forbetter commoderation and correſ] pond 
with other of the beſt reformed Churches (whe 
brace the pure Presbyrery, rather then theſamexi 
witha little Epiſcopacie) and ſo ourgreater uk 
and amity: withcheal, Y 
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